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Public View Overlay passes first hurdle
On July 10, 2009, the Cincinnati
City Planning Commission unanimously approved a Public View
(PV) Overlay ordinance as a text
amendment to the City’s zoning
code. The measure is scheduled to
go before Cincinnati’s Economic
Development Committee in the
Fall. If it passes Committee, it
would then go to City Council for a
full vote and become part of the
City’s Hillside Overlay District
zoning.
The PV Overlay ordinance is a
culmination of over three years of
work. It began in 2006 with the
Scenic View Study for Cincinnati, a
collaborative research by The Hillside Trust, Human Nature Landscape Architecture, and the City of
Cincinnati’s Department of Transportation and Engineering. The
study quantified the numerous public view corridors within the city
limits, of which 48 were assigned a
high priority for protection.
A blue ribbon committee was
formed in late 2007 to make recommendations about prioritizing and
implementing various aspects of the
study. One of the recommendations
included amending the Hillside
Overlay District (HOD) zoning to
include preservation of all the high
priority public views that originate
from parks, dead end streets, and
public rights-of-way throughout the
city.

Views like this one from Fairview Park would enjoy greater protection
Following the Law Department’s research into the legal ramifications of incorporating public
view protection into the municipal
code, and the Planning Department’s efforts to have each of the 48
high-priority view corridors formally surveyed, a draft ordinance
was prepared in the Spring of
2009. The draft legislation was
first presented to the Planning
Commission on May 1st. Due to
the large volume of information
presented at the meeting, and the
number of individuals who ex-

pressed opposition against it, the
Planning Commission moved to table a vote until it could make a
more informed decision.
The Planning Department was
directed to convene a second public
meeting in late May (the first was
held in April), again inviting all affected property owners within the
proposed view corridor districts to
comment on the draft legislation.
The Planning Commission considered the merits of the ordinance at
its June 19th meeting, before taking
Please see Public Views, page 3
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Message from the Director
It is exciting to share the
news that is covered in this edition of the Outlook, including
Cincinnati’s Public View (PV)
Overlay ordinance and the new
geo-thermal system for The
Hillside Trust’s office. I hope
you find these stories both interesting and inspiring.
I would like to commend the
City of Cincinnati for its progressive leadership in each initiative. In the PV Overlay, it
was Vice Mayor, David Crowley, who began marshalling
support for this effort as far back as 2004. In November
of 2005, City Council authorized funds to pay for a Scenic View Study for Cincinnati, which was completed two
years later.
Vice Mayor Crowley is serving the last of his four
terms on City Council. There has been a trend among
Council incumbents who are facing term limits at the
end of their public service, to vacate their seat in favor of
an individual hand-picked from their respective political
party. The purpose of this is to give the Council appointee greater public exposure while running as a quasiincumbent in the upcoming Council election. Vice
Mayor Crowley chose not to repeat this pattern. Instead, he opted to fulfill the remainder of his term, with
the intention of seeing two important pieces of legislation passed by Council. One is the PV Overlay ordinance. The other is the Environmental Justice Ordinance. I commend Mr. Crowley for staying the course to
offer all his support in helping each one of these legislative initiatives to be passed. My hope is that he will be
successful on both counts.
I also want to acknowledge the work of the City Panning Department in developing the text amendments,
graphic illustrations, and computer animations related to
the proposed PV Overlay. Planning staff have demonstrated a high level of skill in drafting an ordinance that
is progressive, legally defensible, and which employs
computer imaging capabilities.
Finally, it is my pleasure to acknowledge the Cincinnati Park Board in its efforts to incorporate green technologies into its buildings and its operations. It is Cincinnati Parks that introduced wind energy and solar
power to its headquarters in Eden Park in 2006. It is
Cincinnati Parks that began utilizing solar powered
monitors in its garbage cans to alert maintenance personnel when garbage is ready to be picked up in various
park locations. It is Parks again, who is now introducing
geo-thermal to its facilities, including Alms Park.
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Clean Ohio Fund accepting applications
The Hamilton County District 2
Natural Resource Assistance Council (NRAC) of the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund is accepting applications for a new funding round for
late 2009. The application deadline
is Friday, October 16th, at 4:00pm
at the Hamilton County Engineer’s
headquarters located at 10480 Burlington Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45231.
Since 2002, the local NRAC has
approved grants resulting in the
preservation of over 1000 acres of
green space and over 3 miles of riparian corridor throughout Hamilton County. For more information,
please visit:
hamilton-co.org/engineer/nrac.htm.
The web page provides everything necessary to submit an application. Money appropriated from
the October, 2009 funding round
will be made available by the Spring
of 2010.

Public Views, from page 1
an official vote at the July 10th
meeting.
If approved at the next two levels, the proposed PV Overlay ordinance will affect 318 private parcels
and 149 city-owned parcels out of a
total of 9,362 parcels in the city’s
hillside zoning district.
Much of the current debate is focused on property rights issues,
with opponents fearing that the ordinance will remove their right to
future development. On the contrary, applicants will have the opportunity either to reduce the height
of their proposed structure, often by
no more than one story, or they can
make their case before the City’s
hearing examiner, using computer
imaging, story poles, or other
graphic measures to illustrate the
visual impact of their proposed development.

Clean Ohio Fund Acquisition - Schiermeier Ridge in Greene Twp
Photo courtesy of Roland Johnson

Ribbon-cutting to be
arranged for Alms house
In celebration of the first cityowned building in Cincinnati to be
outfitted with a geo-thermal heating and cooling system, a special
ribbon-cutting ceremony will be
convened at The Hillside Trust’s
office building in Alms Park this
Autumn. Cincinnati Mayor Mark
Mallory will be joined by Cincinnati Park director, Willie Carden,
Jr., and staff and board members of
The Hillside Trust to mark this
special occasion.
The date is yet to be arranged.
Postcard announcements will be
sent out to current Hillside Trust
members in advance of the ceremony. You can also check The

Hillside Trust web page at
www.hillsidetrust.org for any updates.
There is no cost to attend, but
attendees will be asked to RSVP in
advance of the event.

Alms House - The Hillside Trust
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Hillside Trust reduces carbon footprint
During the week of June 15th,
work was completed on a geothermal heating and cooling system
for the Hillside Trust’s office in the
former Alms Park caretaker’s house.
This is the first city-owned building
within Cincinnati to be outfitted
with this type of alternative-energy
climate system. A second Park
Board property, Caldwell Nature
Preserve, was outfitted with a similar system in August.
When The Hillside Trust renovated its headquarters in 2004, it
established as a priority, the installation of an alternative heating and
cooling system within the next 5-10
years. Research, logistical considerations, and building orientation
ultimately proved geo-thermal’s
superiority over any other system,
including wind or solar power.
Since at least the 1950s, the
Alms House has been heated with
an oil-burning furnace. This heating system emitted an estimated 7
tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) each
year. Comparatively, a typical natu-

ral gas furnace emits 3 tons of CO2
annually. A geo-thermal system
does not emit any CO2s. It is estimated that The Hillside Trust
burned between 500 and 600 gallons
of oil each winter to heat the approximately 1150 square foot office.
During the building’s refurbishing five years ago, two window-unit
air conditioners were removed, both
of which were noisy and inefficient.
Over the last four summers, the
Alms House relied solely upon ceiling fans to cool its interior. In spite
of insulation in the walls and attic,
the building could become quite hot
during spells of excessive heat and
humidity. During the current cooling season that is now winding
down, the thermostat has been set at
73 degrees resulting in a very comfortable interior climate.
The newly-installed geo-thermal
system combines the stored energy
of the earth with electric power to
provide heating or cooling year
round. There is no combustion,
flames, or fumes associated with the

Backhoe trenches ground to receive the underground pipelines

Water Furnace drives the system
system. Since the geothermal system itself does not emit carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide or other
greenhouse gasses (independent of
the source electricity it receives
from a coal-fired power plant upriver), it is not considered to be a
major contributor to environmental
pollution.
Mechanically, the system operates using a series of liquid-filled
pipes buried 5 feet below the earth’s
surface that provide relatively constant 55-57 degree temperatures to
the system. These pipes form a
closed loop, traveling through a 300
foot long trench to and from a water furnace installed in the office
basement.
During the summer months, hot
air is extracted from the interior of
the building and piped into the
earth. Conversely, the mild temperature from the earth is piped
into the building, where a compressor in the system’s water furnace
converts the cool temperature into
air conditioning.
During the winter months, a
Please see Geo-thermal, page 5
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Annual Meeting set for October 7th

Alms Park Pavilion, site of this year’s Hillside Trust annual meeting

On Wednesday, October 7th,
The Hillside Trust will convene its
annual membership meeting at the
Alms Park pavilion. The meeting
will begin at 5:30pm, with guided
tours of the recently-installed geothermal system in The Hillside
Trust offices. At 6:30pm the meeting will begin, followed by the annual business meeting.
There will be a $35 charge to
attend this event, with seating limited to the first 75 people. Food and
refreshments will be provided.
To make your reservations, or to
inquire with questions, please contact The Hillside Trust via phone or
email. The office number is 513321-3886. The email address is hillsidetrust@fuse.net.
We look forward to seeing you in
October.

Geo-thermal, from page 4
heat exchanger in the water furnace utilizes the earth’s temperature and converts it to heated air
that is circulated throughout the
building. Cold air inside the building is pumped into the ground.
It is anticipated that the geothermal system will average about
$50 to $60 a month in energy
costs, resulting in a savings of at
least $1000 a year. At this rate, it
is anticipated that the system will
have paid for itself in less than 20
years. With extreme winters and
summers, the payback could be realized even sooner. The annual
reduction in utility costs is a welcome addition as well.
The Hillside Trust is thrilled to
have this state-of-the-art energyefficient heating and cooling system, and to be part of the fist cityowned building in Cincinnati to be
outfitted as such. A very special

Piping is installed in trenches for the geo-thermal system
note of gratitude goes to the Cincinnati Park Board which covered this
expenditure through its annual

capital expenditures fund. It is a
significant investment for which
The Hillside Trust is most grateful.
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Restoration continues on wetland
On May 16, 17 volunteers donated their time and effort to help
remove non-native plants that persist on The Hillside Trust’s wetland property in Mt. Washington.
Chief among the non-natives extracted were garlic mustard, ivy,
and lesser celandine. A number of
fallen branches were also collected
and set in brush piles, the result of
high winds and ice storms since
January.
One of the primary areas of focus in the cleanup, was the removal
of non-native plants from a bioswale that originates just beyond
the terminus of Ronaldson Ave.
The bio-swale is a natural depression in the terrain that carries runoff through the property on its way
to the wetland. In November of
2007 the bio-swale was planted
with a number of native plants and
sedges that were selected for their
ability to anchor the soil (to prevent erosion), and to trap and filter
migrating contaminants.

Volunteers remove non-natives from a bio-swale in the wetland

Volunteers needed for next cleanup date

Volunteers plant native woodland species in the wetland green space

On Saturday, September 19th,
from 9am to Noon, The Hillside
Trust will convene its next cleanup
date for the wetland. Volunteers are
needed to help remove honeysuckle
that restricts trail access heading
east towards Sands Montessori
School. In 2008, a 15 foot wide, approximately 300 foot long conservation easement was acquired from
two property owners located between the school and the green
space. Volunteers will also help remove lingering invasive vegetation,
and replant more native plants.
To volunteer your time, please
call 513/321-3886 or email The
Hillside trust at hillsidetrust@fuse.net. Thank you.

OUTLOOK

Page 7

It’s why we live here. It’s worth protecting. It’s the reason we need your support.
We know we are not the only ones asking for your contribution, but the hillsides
need protection for the benefit of present and future generations.
View of Duermit Conservation Easement in Anderson Township

Yes! I want to support the important work of The Hillside Trust.
This is a ______ new membership ______ renewing membership ______ gift membership
Name: _______________________________________________________________

Please indicate amount:
______$5000.00 Philanthropic
______$1000.00 Sponsor

Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address: _______________________________________________________
Payment Method
_____ Check Enclosed (payable to: The Hillside Trust)
_____ Please charge my:
_____ Visa _____MasterCard _____American Express

______$ 500.00 Special Patron
______$

250.00 Patron

______$

100.00 Benefactor

______$

75.00 Supporting

______$

35.00 Contributing

______$

20.00 Student

______$ Land Conservation
Card No.: _____________________________________
Expiration: ____________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________
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